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Section 1. Preliminary Statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information of 
which they are aware, which they believe may be material to the examination 
of this application and In respect of which there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed 
as a representation that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g)), an 
admission that the information cited Is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability or that no other material Information exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed 
as an admission against Interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 
1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 

Section 2. Form PTO-1449 (Modified) 

[X] A completed Forrn 1449 (Modified) is attached hereto. 

[ ] No Form 1449 (Modified) is attached, 

.1 • _ ' 

Section 3. Statements as to Information Not Found in Patents or 
Publications (Information not listed in PTO 1449 
(Modified)) 

Plant sleeves are old in the art. Plant sleeves typically are constructed of 
polymer film or paper. Plant sleeves generally are tapered (trapezoidally < 
shaped) with an open top and an open bottom, although some have a closed 
bottom. A plant in a pot is placed in the plant sleeve so that the sleeve covers 
the pot and the plant. In some instances, an upper portion of the plant sleeve 
Is removable along a line of perforations leaving at least a portion of the sleeve 
around the pot. In some instances, a separate sheet of material is placed about 
the pot and the remaining bottom portion of the plant sleeve holds this separate 
sheet of material in place. Alternatively, a floral grouping alone may be placed 
within the sleeve. It is also known to put potted plants in grocery bags. 

It is also old in the art to form a sheet of material about a flower pot and 
then place an elastic band around the sheet of material to hold the sheet In 
place about the flower pot. In some Instances, the band has been positioned 
about the outer surface of the pot with the sheet of material positioned between 
the band and the flower pot. In some instances, the band has been positioned 
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above the upper end of the pot thereby causing a portion of the sheet of 
material to be forced inwardly over the upper end of the pot. 

It is also old In the art to form a sheet of material into a conically shaped 
tube like member referred to commonly in the art as a sleeve. A floral grouping 
or flower pot with flowers therein can be disposed through the larger open end 
of the sleeve, wherein the sleeve covers the floral grouping or the flower pot 
and extends above and around the flowers in the floral grouping or flower pot. 

It is also old in the art that cut flowers have been wrapped with the 
following materials or combinations of materials: 

1. Kraft paper plus waxed or unwaxed tissue paper with the flowers 
being placed next to the waxed paper or tissue paper. 

2. Kraft paper plus newspaper plus waxed or unwaxed tissue with the 
flowers being placed next to the waxed or unwaxed tissue. These 
three materials have been used to wrap flowers in various 
combinations such as Kraft paper plus newspaper or Kraft paper 
plus waxed or unwaxed tissue paper or newspaper plus waxed or 
unwaxed tissue paper. 

3. Waxed or unwaxed tissue paper, polymer films and Kraft paper 
(treated for water resistance or wet strength or untreated). 

4. Polymer film and waxed tissue paper. 

Section 4. Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed 
Information Was Already Cited and for Which No Copies Are 
Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date 
of prior application Serial No. 09/941.993 . filed on AuQust 29.2001 (date). 

(compfete the following, if applicable) 

[ ] This application also relies, under 35 U.S.C. 120, on the earlier 

filing date of prior application Serial No. , filed on 

(date). 

The references that were submitted to, and/or cited by, the Office in the 
prior application(s) are not required to be provided in this application; however. 



M:\WEDER\8403\8403.943 CON\8403.943 IDS.wpd 3 



the prior art references listed below were not cited previously in the prior 
application(s) and copies are provided herewith: 

U.S. Patent Documents : 3,293,100; 3,316,675; 4,149,339; 4,508,223; 
4,900,390; 4,946,290; 5,076,011; 5,117,584; 5,706,605; 5,735,103; 
5,758,472; 5,813,194; 5,924,241; 5,941,020; 5,966,866; 6,009,687; 
6,047,524; D424,972; 6,098,336; 6,129,208; 6,141,906; 6,182,395; 
6,183,590. 

Foreign Patents : Denmark - 1,204,647; Germany - 15,550; Japan - 6,127,555; 
Japan - 8-19334; PCT - 9,712,819; United Kingdom - 2,203,127; United 
Kingdom - 2,212,136. 

Other Prior Art : WEDER ET AL., "Sleeve with a Triangular Lower End", U.S. 
Patent Application Publication, Pub. No. US 2002/0112401 Al, Pub. Date: 
08/22/2002. 

Section 5. Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying this 
Statement 

Legible copies of ail items listed in Form PTO-1449 ((Modified) accompany 
this information disclosure statement. 

[X] Exception (s) to above: 

[X] Items in prior application from which an earlier filing date Is 
claimed for this application, as identified in Section 4. 

[ ] Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5. 

I 

I . ■ 

Section 6, Identification of Person(s) Malcing tliis INFORI^AtlON 
DISCLOSURE STATEI^ENT 

The person making this statement is the attorney who signs below on the 
basis of the information: 

[ ] supplied by the inventor(s) 

[ ] supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)). 

[X] in the attorney's file 
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Respectfully submitted, 



;t, Reg. No. 36,109 
ROGERS, P.C. 
P.O. Box 16370 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73113 
Telephone: (405) 607-8600 
Facsimile:, (405) 607-8686 

Agent for Applicant 




Christoph 
DUN LAP. O 
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FORM PTO-1449 

(Fill-A-Form 7.92) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Offtte 
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Speed Cover Brochure, 'The Simple Solution For Those Peak Volume Periods", Highland Supply 
Corporation, ©1989. 






"Speed Sheets and Speed Rolls" Brochure, Highland Supply Corporation, ©1990. 






"Color Them Happy with Highlander Products" ©1992. 






''Costa Keeps the Christmas Spirit", Supermarket Floral, September 15, 1992. 






"Super Seller", Supermarket Floral, September 15, 1992. 






"Halloween", Link Magazine, September 1992. 






"Now More Than Ever", Supermarket Floral, September 15, 1992. 






Le Plant Sac Advertisement, published prior to September 26, 1987. 






"A World of Cut Flower and Pot Plant Packaging" Brochure, Klerk's Plastic Products Manufacturing, 
Inc., published prior to March 31, 1994, 6 pages. 






Chantler & Chantler brochure showing Zipper Sleeve^*^ and Florasheet®, published prior to 
March 31, 1994, 2 pages. 












"Foil Jackets" brochure, Custom Medallion, Inc., December, 1996, 2 pages. 






''Derwent Abstract" of FR 2610604A. It is noted that the abstract is an incorrect English translation 

UI LIIC CUIILCIILO VJl LI IC lldlL.ll puLCIIL. IIIC II CI 1^1 1 |JCILCiiL UUCd 1 lUL CilCIUIC \Jt lJl3dliZ>C aUllCdlVCTiy 

attaching the covering to the container. 1988. 






"Silver Linings" Brochure, Affinity Diversified Industries, Inc., 1986. The Silver Linings brochure 
shows a floral sleeve with a closed bottom. The brochure shows , in one embodiment, a vase with 
flowers Inside a "cut flower" sleeve with the sleeve tied with a ribbon about the neck of the vase. 






"Special Occasion Printed Highlophane Bags" Brochure, Highland Supply Corporation, 1990, 2 
pages. 






"Creative Packaging" Brochure, John Henry Company, Sept. 1992. 






"Make Highlander Your Headguarters" Brochure, Highland Supply Corporation, 1991. 






WEDER ET AL., "Sleeve with a Triangular Lower End", U.S. Patent Application Publication, Pub. 
No. US 2002/0112401 Al, Pub. Date: 08/22/2002. 






WEDER ET AL., "Sleeve with Concave Lower End" U.S. Patent Application Publication, Pub. No. 
US 2003/0041517 Al, Pub. Date: 03/06/2003. 
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